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Editorial 

 

Dear Readers, 

  
Greetings to you in the Name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

It’s a joy to meet you through this edition of Gospel Reads 

magazine. 

 
The Word of God says, “My people are destroyed from lack of 

knowledge” (Hosea 4:6). When we increase in the knowledge of 

God through His Word, victories will manifest in many areas of our 

life. The more we invest in understanding the truth, the more we 

will find freedom. That is why the Bible says: 

 
“You will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.” (John 8:32) 

 
As you read the contents in this issue, we believe that you will be 

empowered with knowledge, hope and faith – which will set you 

free from areas you need freedom. 

 
We pray for you and we look forward to your feedback and 

suggestions to make this magazine better. 

  
Read and be blessed.  

  
Blessings, 

The Editorial Team 
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GOD IS FAITHFUL TO FULFIL HIS PROMISES 

ADLINE DHAYANITHY 

 
 “I am with you and will watch over you 

wherever you go, and I will bring you back 

to this land. I will not leave you until I have 

done what I have promised you.” (Genesis 

28:15) 

 
Are you going through a season of doubt 

and confusion? Have you been wondering 

whether all the promises that God has 

given you will ever come to pass, in your 

lifetime? If that is you and if your answer 

is yes, God is assuring you today, that He 

will make sure that His promises will come 

true in your life. 

 
Our God is the God of His Word. He excels 

in fulfilling His promises. He never fails to 

fulfil His promises. He is faithful!! He is the 

Faithful One so unchanging!  

 
God knows beforehand every path that we 

will go through and even all the situations 

we will face in life. Therefore, He has 

ordained people who would favor us, even 

amidst our difficult and confusing 

MESSAGE OF  HOPE 

God is 
faithful!! 
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situations. The only thing that He expects 

in us, is for us to trust and rely on Him 

completely and not to put our trust in 

men. When we keep Him first and depend 

on Him, at the right time, He will bring us 

favor through people or through 

situations, so that what He has promised 

to us would come to pass in our life.  

 
“For no matter how many promises God has 

made, they are ‘Yes’ in Christ. And so 

through him the ‘Amen’ is spoken by us to 

the glory of God.” (2 Corinthians 1:20) 

 
Now, let us meditate on the faithfulness of 

God through the early life of Jacob – from 

the time when God gave him the promise 

to be with him, until he came back to 

Canaan. As we ponder on this, we will also 

learn how God molded him during the 

tough phases in his life to seek God 

personally and to have intimate fellowship 

with Him.  

 
The Promise at the right time 
 
God has chosen Jacob to be the successor 

of Isaac, his father. Even before the birth of 

Jacob, when Rebecca, his mother, asked 

God about her children, The LORD said to 

her, “… the older will serve the 

younger." (Genesis 25:23). Jacob, being the 

younger one, had lesser chances of being 

blessed. But at the right time, things 

worked out in such a way that Jacob 

received all the blessings from his father. 

This made his brother Esau upset and 

from that moment on, he was seeking to 

kill Jacob (Genesis 27:41). 

 
The Scripture says in Genesis 25:27 that, 

Jacob was calm and dwelt in the tent with 

his parents, which means he is not used to 

doing things on his own. He was still 

dependent on his parents for his daily 

chores. He hardly took any decision on his 

own. But now, he was left all alone not 

knowing what to do. The situation around 

him was too bad that he had to flee for his 

life.  

 
In the passage in Genesis 28, Jacob was on 

his way to Laban’s (his uncle) house, 

basically seeking refuge there, so that he 

could spare his life from his angry brother 

Esau. Even though he was obedient to his 

parents and journeyed towards his uncle’s 

house (Genesis 28:7), there would have 

been a million questions flashing on his 

mind. He did not know how he would 

reach his uncle’s place. There was no GPS 

facility to show him the route. He never 

knew whether he would find favor in his 

uncle’s eyes or not. He did not know if he 

would find food for himself and if he 

would ever come back home and live in 

peace.  

Message of Hope 

God knows beforehand 

every path that we will go 

through and even all the 

situations we will face in 

life.  



 

 

GOSPEL READS 

6 

 
All the promises that God had given to 

Abraham and Isaac, which his parents 

discussed at home, would have flashed 

through his mind. He would have 

questioned in his mind if those promises 

would ever be fulfilled. The words of his 

mother telling him, “You will become 

great; a nation will arise from you; and 

your brother will serve you. God’s favor 

will rest on you, and so on...” would have 

been still ringing in his ears. Questions 

about these promises and fear about the 

future would have flashed in his mind like 

never before. 

 
After continuing his journey for a while, at 

one point he did not even know the place 

where he was and as it was already night-

time, he had to sleep. At this frustrating 

and confusing moment, our loving God 

comes into the picture, revealing himself 

in a profound manner!! What an awesome 

God we serve!!  Jacob had a divine 

encounter that night!! The Lord opened the 

heavens for him. The Lord spoke to him 

clearly about the wonderful plans that He 

had for Jacob. Amazingly, God did not stop 

with just confirming the promises that He 

gave through Abraham and Isaac, He went 

on further and said, until I fulfil all that I’ve 

promised I will be with you. Such an 

encouraging Word for that time!!  

 
Jacob was in such a desperate and lonely 

situation, where He needed the assurance 

of God telling him, “You are not alone my 

dear son; you are on the right track; I will 

never leave you all alone!!” God knew his 

situation and spoke to him accordingly 

and the apt word at that time 

strengthened Jacob. He also had the 

assurance that God assigned heavenly 

angels for him. 

 

After this encounter, the Bible records in 

Genesis 29:1 (AMPC), “Then Jacob went 

[briskly and cheerfully] on his way”. This 

encounter with the living God and the 

assurance that God will be with him until 

all the promises come to pass encouraged 

Jacob so much. It gave him so much 

confidence to move forward in life.  

 
Until the promise manifests  
 
Jacob continued his journey. The moment 

the promise was given to him, Jacob 

possibly thought that he would just have 

to go to his uncle’s house, find his bride, 

stay there for a few days and go back 

home to his parents. But God’s plan was to 

strengthen Jacob’s relationship with Him 

and at the same time, make all the crooked 

paths straight for him to come back home. 

God wanted to create a peaceful situation 

for Jacob, when he returned home. God 

had to work within Esau and stabilize him, 

Message of Hope 

Jacob had a divine 

encounter that night!! 

The Lord opened the 

heavens for him.  
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father and mother having fellowship with 

God. Now, God wanted Jacob to fellowship 

with Him, so, He pulled him out of his 

comfort zone. Situations arose in such a 

way that Jacob was left to make decisions 

on his own. At the right moment, God 

revealed Himself to Jacob and created a 

hunger in him to pursue God.  

 
From then on when we read about the life 

of Jacob, we can clearly see God guiding 

him in every aspect of his life. Jacob had to 

go through several years of hard work at 

his uncle’s place. But during this season, 

his relationship with God was 

strengthened. He sought the Lord while 

taking care of His uncle’s flocks, and God 

gave him divine ideas and prospered him 

(Genesis 31:10). When it was time for him 

to go back home, God directed him 

(Genesis 31:3), and situations turned out 

in favor of him. His own uncle saw that 

there was something special about Jacob – 

for God rebuked Labon, telling him not to 

harm Jacob (Genesis 31:24). God made 

sure that his brother Esau had cooled 

down and embraced him, when he met 

Jacob on his way home (Genesis 33:4).  

 
The manifestation of the promise 
 
And, as God promised, Jacob went back to 

Canaan with much treasure – he went 

from there with just one staff but came 

back with two camps (Genesis 32:10). 

Above all, when he was back home, he had 

totally changed in the most important 

aspect of life – he started having habitual 

fellowship with God and heard God’s voice 

so that he would stop pursuing Jacob to 

kill him: basically, God wanted to ensure 

Jacob had a peaceful and protected life. 

 
Many a times, when God gives us a 

promise, it is just a high-level idea about 

what He is going to do in our life. We are 

encouraged and happy when we hear the 

assurance that God gives us. Oftentimes, 

he would not give us the detailed plan of 

all the troubles and situations we will have 

to overcome, before the promise 

manifests. For, if He reveals all that we will 

have to go through, we will opt not to 

choose His path. He always puts a bigger 

promise into our life that which we cannot 

achieve in our own strength and ability. He 

does not want us to give up and that is the 

reason He reveals only the high-level plans 

for our life, through an initial promise. 

However, moving forward, as we get 

closer to Him through fellowship, He starts 

revealing even the very small steps that 

we need to take each day.  

 
This is what happened to Jacob. When he 

left his home, there was no mention of him 

seeking God fervently; he just watched his 

Message of Hope 

As we get closer to Him 

through fellowship, He 

starts revealing even the 

very small steps that we 

need to take each day.  
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clearly. God spoke to him concerning many 

aspects of life, mostly through dreams. 

 
Often, when we go through rough paths in 

life, we tend to doubt the promises of God 

– that’s because in the natural, everything 

looks negative and in our human-self, we 

are unable to find a way out. But God 

knows the beginning, and up until the end. 

He often uses such seasons, where we are 

pushed out of our comfort zone, to draw 

us closer to Him. Even the difficult paths 

that we go through will turn out to be a 

place of cleansing, where we forget 

everything else, and move forward 

depending, trusting and seeking God 

wholeheartedly. The best way to come out 

of the pains that we go through in such 

difficult seasons in life, is to draw closer to 

the Holy Spirit, who dwells in us and learn 

to hear His voice much clearly. 

 
Today, even if you are in a confused and 

frustrated situation, God is assuring you 

that He will never leave you nor forsake 

you. No matter what situations you face, 

Message of Hope 

The best way to come out of 

the pains that we go through 

in such difficult seasons in 

life, is to draw closer to the 

Holy Spirit 

the promises of God over your life will 

definitely come to pass! You might have 

come across situations where God’s 

promises were lively to you, when you 

sought the Lord for something regarding 

your life. However, as days go by and 

when it takes time for the promise to be 

fulfilled, you would have lost hope.  

 

Maybe today you are in a situation, where 

you are wondering if the promises that 

God gave you would ever come to pass in 

your life. Do not worry nor let your heart 

be troubled my dear friend. “He who began 

a good work in you will carry it on to 

completion” (Philippians 1:6). 

 
Even if the whole world stands against you 

and you are stuck in a terrible situation, 

there is ONE person you can rely on 

always – yes, the Creator of the heavens 

and the earth. He will never fail in His 

promises (Matthew 24:35). 

 
If you will not give up and keep on 

pursuing closeness with the Holy Spirit, 

when the promise manifests; you will be 

overwhelmed not just to see and enjoy the 

fulfilment of the promise, but you will be 

totally transformed from inside out. The 

Holy Spirit would do an amazing work in 

you, to mold you into a precious vessel 

useful for higher purposes (2 Timothy 

2:21). 

 
God bless you!! 
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FAITHFULNESS OF GOD 

BIBLE VERSES 

1. 2 Timothy 2:13 — If we are faithless, he 

remains faithful, for he cannot disown himself. 

2. Psalm 91:4 — He will cover you with his 

feathers, and under his wings you will find 

refuge; his faithfulness will be your shield and 

rampart. 

3. 2 Thessalonians 3:3 — But the Lord is faithful, 

and he will strengthen you and protect you from 

the evil one. 

4. 1 John 1:9 — If we confess our sins, he is faithful 

and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us 

from all unrighteousness. 

5. Deuteronomy 7: 9 — Know therefore that the 

LORD your God is God; he is the faithful God, 

keeping his covenant of love to a thousand 

generations of those who love him and keep his 

commandments. 
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6. Hebrews 10:23 — Let us hold unswervingly to 

the hope we profess, for he who promised is 

faithful. 

7. Psalm 100:5 — For the LORD is good and his 

love endures forever; his faithfulness continues 

through all generations. 

8. 2 Corinthians 1:20 — For no matter how many 

promises God has made, they are "Yes" in Christ. 

And so through him the "Amen" is spoken by us 

to the glory of God. 

9. Deuteronomy 32:4 — He is the Rock, his works 

are perfect, and all his ways are just. A faithful 

God who does no wrong, upright and just is he. 

10. Matthew 24:35 — Heaven and earth will pass 

away, but my words will never pass away. 

Bible  Verses 
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BIBLICAL TRUTHS 

 

“A BETTER WAY TO PRAY 

FOR THE SALVATION OF 

OTHERS” 

“AM I HOLY ENOUGH TO 

TAKE COMMUNION?” 
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Biblical Truths 

A BETTER WAY TO PRAY FOR THE 

SALVATION OF OTHERS 

 

“…God our Savior, who wants all people to 

be saved and to come to a knowledge of the 

truth.” (1 Timothy 2:3,4) 

 

Evangelism should be the heartbeat of 

each and every believer. The very fact that 

a person wants others to be saved itself 

implies a clear proof that he himself is 

saved. 

 

However, is evangelism as easy and 

successful as people think? The answer 

may be “yes” for some and “no” for others. 

 

The Bible clearly says that God anoints and 

appoints some people as 

“evangelists” (Ephesians 4:11), and the 

history also proves that these people 

reaped millions of souls for Jesus Christ. 

 

John Wesley, John Bunyan, D.L. Moody, 

Billy Graham, etc., are examples of 

evangelists who did great things for God. 

Even today, many people carry this mantle 

and are doing exploits for God. 

 

Now, does this mean that those who do 

not have the “evangelistic anointing” can’t 

do evangelism? 

 

The answer is “no”. Each and every born-

again believer has the Holy Spirit living 

inside of them, and with the help of the 

Holy Spirit, they too can do evangelism. 

 

That is why Jesus commanded every one 

of us saying, “Go into all the world and 

preach the gospel to all creation.” (Mark 

16:15) 

 

 

Biblical 

Truth  

1 
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With the help of the Holy Spirit and with 

prayer, everyone can share the gospel and 

win souls for Jesus Christ. 

 

Now the question may be asked, “Are 

there any effective ways to pray so that we 

can yield better results in evangelism?” 

The answer is “yes” and the Bible has 

answers for that. One of them can be found 

in the 16th chapter of the book of Acts. 

 

When Paul and his companions shared the 

gospel in Philippi, a woman named Lydia 

and the members of her household 

accepted Jesus as their personal Savior 

and got baptized. The Bible records this 

incident as follows: 

 

“From there we traveled to Philippi, a 

Roman colony and the leading city of that 

district of Macedonia. And we stayed there 

several days. On the Sabbath we went 

outside the city gate to the river, where we 

expected to find a place of prayer. We sat 

down and began to speak to the women 

who had gathered there. One of those 

listening was a woman from the city of 

Biblical Truths 

 

Each and every born-

again believer has the  

Holy Spirit living inside of 

them, and with the help of 

the Holy Spirit, they too 

can do evangelism. 
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Thyatira named Lydia, a dealer in purple 

cloth. She was a worshiper of God. The Lord 

opened her heart to respond to Paul’s 

message. When she and the members of her 

household were baptized, …” (Acts 16:12-

15) 

 

Now, the main reason Lydia accepted 

Jesus as her personal Savior was revealed 

in verse 14 as, “Because the Lord opened 

her heart to respond to Paul’s message.” 

  

Yes, without the heart of people being 

opened and prayer for the same is not 

made to God, we always miss out on 

better results in evangelism. 

 

The devil always blinds the hearts of 

people and that is the reason many people 

are not able to see the light of the gospel. 

Paul clearly says this in 2 Corinthians 4:4 

as follows: 

Biblical Truths 

  

“The god of this age has blinded the minds 

of unbelievers, so that they cannot see the 

light of the gospel that displays the glory of 

Christ, who is the image of God.” (2 

Corinthians 4:4) 

 

However, when we pray earnestly for their 

hearts to be opened, God answers it and 

opens them as He did for Lydia. 

 

Praying without asking for their hearts to 

be opened is like, “trying to enter a room 

through its wall, rather than trying to 

enter through the door.” Which one is 

harder and which one is easier? Let us 

decide. 

 

When we make better prayers, God will 

surely transfer our loved ones and others 

from the kingdom of darkness and make 

them citizens of Heaven.  

Praying without asking 

for their hearts to be 

opened is like, “trying to 

enter a room through its 

wall, rather than trying to 

enter through the door.”  

Without the heart of peo-
ple being opened and 

prayer for the same is not 
made to God, we always 

miss out on better results 
in evangelism. 

 

He who began the good work in you will 

carry it on to completion. 

—Philippians 1 : 6  
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“Everyone ought to examine 

themselves before they eat of the bread and 

drink from the cup. For those who eat and 

drink without discerning the body of Christ 

eat and drink judgment on themselves. That 

is why many among you are weak and sick, 

and a number of you have fallen asleep.”   (1 

Corinthians 11:28-30) 

 

In every communion service, when the 

pastor starts praying, the fearful question 

that comes in the mind of each and every 

believer is, “Am I holy enough to take 

communion?” 

 

This is mainly because of Apostle Paul’s 

warning in 1 Corinthians 11, which says, 

“Taking communion in an unworthy 

manner will cause weakness, sickness and 

even death.”  

 

Biblical Truths 

AM I HOLY ENOUGH TO TAKE 

COMMUNION? 

Based on Paul’s warning, many people 

believe that they have to repent for each 

and every sin before taking communion –

else they are not qualified for it. 

 

However, the question is, “What about the 

sins we have forgotten to repent? Does 

those sins cause us weakness, sickness and 

death?” 

 

 

Biblical 

Truth  

2 

“What about the sins we 
have forgotten to 

repent? Does those sins 
cause us weakness, 

sickness and death?” 
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Biblical Truths 

I once heard a pastor saying that he 

skipped taking communion during 

Sundays for many years throughout his 

childhood because he couldn’t remember 

each and every sin he committed during 

the entire week. He thought that those un-

confessed sins would bring him sickness 

and death; therefore, he decided it’s better 

to avoid communion. 

 

Even I have battled in this area for several 

years, until God delivered me by revealing 

the truth. 

 

To understand the meaning of Paul’s 

warning, it should be noted that the 

background behind Paul’s warnings starts 

from verse 17 onwards.  

 

“In the following directives I have no praise 

for you, for your meetings do more harm 

than good. In the first place, I hear that 

when you come together as a church, there 

are divisions among you, and to some extent 

I believe it. No doubt there have to be 

differences among you to show which of you 

have God’s approval. So then, when you 

come together, it is not the Lord’s Supper 

you eat, for when you are eating, some of 

you go ahead with your own private 

suppers. As a result, one person remains 

hungry and another gets drunk. Don’t you 

have homes to eat and drink in? Or do you 

despise the church of God by humiliating 

those who have nothing? What shall I say to 

you? Shall I praise you? Certainly not in this 

matter!” (1 Corinthians 11: 17-22) 
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Biblical Truths 

(understanding that it is broken for both 

the rich and the poor), and take 

communion in an unworthy manner 

(leaving the poor and having their own 

private suppers), they will bring judgment 

on themselves – which is weakness, 

sickness and even death (1 Corinthians 

11:29,30).  

 

Finally, Paul concludes his statements, 

saying, when they gather to eat, they 

should all (both the rich and poor) eat 

together, so that it may not result in any 

judgment. 1 Corinthians 11:33, 34 records 

this as, 

 

“So then, my brothers and sisters, when you 

gather to eat, you should all eat 

together.  Anyone who is hungry should eat 

something at home, so that when you meet 

together it may not result in judgment.” (1 

Corinthians 11:33,34) 

 

Therefore, by going through Paul’s 

statements, nowhere is it said that we 

have to confess all our sins before taking 

communion. 

Therefore, by going 
through Paul’s 

statements, nowhere is 
it said that we have to 

confess all our sins 
before taking 
communion. 

In the Corinthian Church, the rich people 

always despised the poor and this was 

reflected while taking communion too. 

They held private communion suppers for 

themselves with good food, thereby 

humiliating the poor people. The poor 

people were left hungry as a result and 

that was what Paul addressed in this 

chapter. 

 

Paul’s statements in 1 Corinthians 11 

states that, “There are divisions among you 

(verse 18),” “for when you are eating, some 

of you go ahead with your own private 

suppers (verse 21a),” “one person remains 

hungry and another gets drunk (verse 

21b),” ”humiliating those who have nothing 

(verse 22),” etc., and it all proves that these 

incidents are true. 

 

Based on this, Paul wrote to them that 

they should not take communion in an 

unworthy manner (leaving the poor and 

having their own private suppers) but 

should examine themselves (whether they 

are treating the poor equally in their 

supper). The Bible records this as follows: 

 

“So then, whoever eats the bread or drinks 

the cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner 

will be guilty of sinning against the body 

and blood of the Lord. Everyone ought to 

examine themselves before they eat of the 

bread and drink from the cup.” (1 

Corinthians 11:27,28) 

 

Then Paul continues by saying that if they 

don’t discern the body of Christ 
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Biblical Truths 

 

Let us be Christ-like in our behaviors. We 

should not discriminate people based on 

their color, wealth, caste etc., and end up 

with our own communion supper. If so, we 

will also end up in judgment. 

 

[Note: Some people teach that “discerning” 

the body of Christ means understanding 

what Jesus did on the cross to our health. 

Even though this is true based on Hosea 

4:6, which says “My people perish because 

of lack of knowledge”, Paul’s usage of the 

word “discerning” in 1 Corinthians 11:29 

gives another meaning as explained above 

in this topic.]  

 

Also, based on the context, the meaning of 

Paul’s statement, “everyone ought to 

examine themselves (1 Corinthians 

11:28)” is that “everyone has to examine 

whether they are treating everyone 

equally during Lord’s supper” and not 

“everyone has to examine themselves 

for unrepented sins”. 

 

This doesn’t mean that we should not 

repent for our sins before communion. 

However, if we wrongly believe that this is 

a qualification for taking communion, we 

will always fear forgotten sins and fear 

will give way for the devil to attack our 

bodies. 

 

Heaven and earth will pass 
away, but my words will never 
pass away. 

—Matthew 24 : 35  
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Amy Beatrice Carmichael was the first 

daughter born to David and Catherine 

Carmichael, on December 16, 1867, in 

Millisle, County Down, Ireland. Her 

parents were devout Presbyterian 

Christians and raised their children in 

equal devotion to the Lord. Her father ran 

a flour mill, owned by the Carmichaels for 

the last hundred years and the family was 

never in need.  

 

MISSIONARY LIFE HISTORY 

When she was 16, Amy’s father moved the 

family to Belfast, where the Carmichaels 

founded the Welcome Evangelical church. 

At one point, her father’s business began 

to lose money and closed. Worried about 

his failed business, he fell sick and 

eventually passed away when Amy was 

18. This created financial pressure in the 

family and Amy had to quit school. The 

next ten years, Amy helped her mother to 

take care of her younger siblings. 

Image: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Amy_Carmichael_with_children2.jpg 

AMY BEATRICE CARMICHAEL 

COMPILED BY: GOSPEL READS EDITORIAL TEAM  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Amy_Carmichael_with_children2.jpg
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Ministry to the Shawlies 
 
At this time, Amy started getting excited 

about doing what God wanted her to do. 

On Saturday evenings, she would go with 

her pastor to the poor neighborhood to 

hand out food, tracts and to share the love 

of Christ with them. These people were 

very poor to the point where they could 

not afford to buy hats to protect their 

heads from the cold. Instead, they used 

their shawls to cover them and hence were 

called by the name, “Shawlies.” Seeing 

their hunger for God, in the mid-1880s, 

she started Sunday-morning class for the 

Shawlies in the church hall of Rosemary 

Street Presbyterian. The mission grew 

until they needed a hall to seat 500 people. 

Amy and the girls (Shawlies) prayed 

fervently, asking God to provide it. God 

answered their prayers and in 1887, the 

first “Welcome Hall” was established on 

the corner of Cambrai Street and Heather 

Street. 

 
The Call to Missionary Work 
 
Amy continued at the Welcome Hall until 

she moved to England to work in the 

slums. There she lived in an apartment 

with bugs and rats and shared the love of 

Christ with the downtrodden. Soon, 

because of her health issues, she had to 

move to the estate of a family friend, 

Robert Wilson. In 1887, Amy attended the 

Keswick Convention in which she heard 

Hudson Taylor, founder of the China 

Inland Mission, speak about missionary 

life. From then on, she felt God calling her 

as a missionary and sensed that God 

wanted her to spread the Word to other 

countries. 

  
Stepping into missionary work was no 

small feat for Amy. Her health was the 

major barrier because she suffered with 

neuralgia, a disease of the nerves, which 

made her body weak and achy; she was 

often bedridden for weeks. Hence, she was 

the most unlikely candidate for missionary 

work but despite her health conditions, 

she wanted to obey God’s call on her life.  

 
Her initial application for the China Inland 

Mission was rejected due to her health. 

Later, in 1893, she travelled to Japan but 

due to her illness, she was forced to return 

to England after fifteen months. Her 

recovery took very long and was agonizing 

but she never gave up. She served for a 

brief period in Ceylon (Sri Lanka) and then 

moved to Bangalore (India). Later, she was 

commissioned by the Church of England 

Zenana Mission as a missionary to India. 

 
Missionary to India 
 
In India, Amy learnt the difficult Tamil 

language. She travelled the countryside, 

telling anyone who would listen to her 

about Christ and that they are loved by 

God and are equal in His sight. She also 

started writing many books about 

missionary work. One of her popular, early 

works was, Things as They Are: Mission 

Work in Southern India (1903). 

 
Indian girls were often unwanted and 

were given to the temple to serve as 
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prostitutes. Amy’s most notable work was 

with such girls and young women, some of 

whom were saved from customs that 

amounted to forced prostitution. This 

mission started when Amy met a girl 

named Preena. Having become a temple 

servant against her wishes, Preena 

managed to escape. Amy provided her 

shelter and withstood the threats that 

followed. The number of such incidents 

soon grew, thus beginning Amy 

Carmichael's new Ministry. 

 
Amy and the other women she worked 

with rescued hundreds of young girls, and 

eventually boys, and cared for them. Many 

of these children were never loved but 

Amy shared with them the love of Christ. 

Through her, they learnt what love is and 

started seeking the God who loved them. 

When the children were asked what drew 

them to Amy, they most often replied, "It 

was love. Amma (the Tamil word for 

‘mother’) loved us." 

 
The Dohnavur Fellowship 
 
In 1901, she founded the Dohnavur 

Fellowship to continue her work. 

Dohnavur is situated in Tamil Nadu, thirty 

miles from India's southern tip. Amy’s 

fellowship transformed Dohnavur into a 

sanctuary for over one thousand children 

and later, Rev. Thomas Walker established 

a school there. 

 
Respecting Indian culture, members of the 

organization wore Indian dress and gave 

the rescued children Indian names. Amy 

herself dressed in Indian clothes, dyed her 

skin with dark coffee and often travelled 

long distances on India's hot, dusty roads 

to save just one child from suffering. 

 
In 1912, Queen Mary recognized the 

missionary's work and helped fund a 

hospital at Dohnavur. By 1913, the 

Dohnavur Fellowship was serving 130 

girls. In 1918, Dohnavur added a home for 

young boys, many born to the former 

temple prostitutes. Meanwhile, in 1916, 

Amy formed a Protestant religious order 

called Sisters of the Common Life. 

 
Reliance on God 
 
Amy had a personal relationship with her 

Heavenly Father, and she taught the girls 

to pursue fellowship with the living God. A 

common method for parents putting their 

children to bed is saying their prayers. 

Amy, however, wouldn’t stop at prayers. 

She would also smooth out a space on her 

sheets, then invite the Lord to come sit 

down beside her. This was an early sign of 

Amy’s willingness to talk and listen to 

what her Heavenly Father had to say.  

 
Amy’s lengthy ministry at Dohnavur was 

sustained through her strong reliance 

upon scripture and prayer. She trusted 

and relied completely on her Heavenly 

Father alone. The famous quote from her 

works, “It is a safe thing to trust Him to 

fulfill the desire that He creates” 

emphasizes her reliance on God.  

 
Final days and lasting impact 
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In 1931, Amy’s race was slowed down by a 

fall that severely injured her. Her hip and 

back were badly damaged and she was 

bedridden for much of her final two 

decades. During this time, her mission at 

Dohnavur fellowship was directed from 

her bedroom.  

 
Amy’s movements were limited but she 

continued her inspirational writing. In 

those twenty years, she published sixteen 

additional books of the missionary work in 

India.  

 
Amy died in India in 1951 at the age of 83. 

She asked that no stone be put over her 

grave at Dohnavur. Instead, the children 

she had cared for put a bird bath over it 

with the single inscription, "Amma", which 

means mother in the Tamil language. 

 
Over the 50 years she spent in India, Amy 

Carmichael took in hundreds of unwanted 

children and cared for them. Her example 

as a missionary inspired many others like 

Jim Elliot and his wife Elisabeth Elliot to 

pursue a similar vocation. India outlawed 

temple prostitution in 1948. However, the 

Dohnavur Fellowship she founded still 

continues, supporting many people and 

has 16 nurseries and a hospital. The 

foundation is now run by Indians under 

the jurisdiction of the C.S.I Tirunelveli 

Diocese, India. 

Missionary Life History 

Source: https://gospelreads.com/biography/amy-beatrice-charmichael/ 

God Bless You!! 

https://gospelreads.com/biography/amy-beatrice-carmichael/
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HUMILITY IN THE LIFE OF JESUS  

BOOK: HUMILITY— ANDREW MURRAY 

 
"I am in the midst of you as he that serveth." 

Luke 22: 27 

 
In the Gospel of John we have the inner life 

of our Lord laid open to us. Jesus speaks 

frequently of His relation to the Father, of 

the motives by which He is guided, of His 

consciousness of the power and spirit in 

which He acts. Though the word humble 

does not occur, we shall nowhere in 

Scripture see so clearly wherein His 

humility consisted. We have already said 

that this grace is in truth nothing but that 

simple consent of the creature to let God 

be all, in virtue of which it surrenders 

itself to His working alone. In Jesus we 

shall see how both as the Son of God in 

heaven, and as man upon earth, He took 

the place of entire subordination, and gave 

God the honor and the glory which is due 

to Him- And what He taught so often was 

made true to Himself: "He that humbleth 

him: shall be exalted." As it is written, "He 

humbled Himself, therefore God highly 

exalted Him." 
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Listen to the words in which our Lord 

speaks of His relation to the Father, and 

how unceasingly He uses the words not, 

and nothing, of Himself. The not I, in which 

Paul expresses his relation to Christ, is the 

very spirit of what Christ says of His 

relation the Father. 

 
"The Son can do nothing of Himself" (John 

5: 19). "I can of My own self do nothing; 

My judgment is just, because I seek not 

Mine own will" (John 5: 30). "I receive not 

glory from men" (John 5: 41). "I am come 

not to do Mine own will" (John 6:38). "My 

teaching is not Mine" (John 7:16). "I am 

not come of Myself" (John 7:28). "I do 

nothing of Myself" (John 8:28). "I have not 

come of Myself, but He sent Me" (John 8: 

42). "I seek not Mine own glory" (John 

8:50). "The words that I say, I speak not 

from Myself" (John 14: 10). "The word 

which ye hear is not Mine" (John 14: 24). 

 
These words open to us the deepest roots 

of Christ's life and work. They tell us how 

it was that the Almighty God was able to 

work His mighty redemptive work 

through Him. They show what Christ 

counted the state of heart which became 

Him as the Son of the Father. They teach 

us what the essential nature and life is of 

that redemption which Christ 

accomplished and now communicates. It is 

this: He was nothing, that God might be all. 

He resigned Himself with His will and His 

powers entirely for the Father to work in 

Him. Of His own power, His own will, and 

His own glory, of His whole mission with 

all His works and His teaching, of all this 

He said, It is not I; I am nothing; I have 

given Myself to the Father to work; I am 

nothing, the Father is all. 

 
This life of entire self-abnegation, of 

absolute submission and dependence 

upon the Father's will, Christ found to be 

one of perfect peace and joy. He lost 

nothing by giving all to God. God honored 

His trust, and did all for Him, and then 

exalted Him to His own right hand in glory. 

And because Christ had thus humbled 

Himself before God, and God was ever 

before Him, He found it possible to humble 

Himself before men too, and to be the 

Servant of all. His humility was simply the 

surrender of Himself to God, to allow Him 

to do in Him what He pleased, whatever 

men around might say of Him, or do to 

Him. 

 
It is in this state of mind, in this spirit and 

disposition, that the redemption of Christ 

has its virtue and efficacy. It is to bring us 

to this disposition that we are made 

partakers of Christ. This is the true self-

denial to which our Savior calls us, the 

acknowledgment that self has nothing 

good in it, except as an empty vessel which 

God must fill, and that its claim to be or do 

anything may not for a moment be 

allowed. It is in this, above and before 

everything, in which the conformity to 

Jesus consists, the being and doing nothing 

of ourselves, that God may be all. 

 
Here we have the root and nature of true 
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humility. It is because this is not 

understood or sought after, that our 

humility is so superficial and so feeble. We 

must learn of Jesus, how He is meek and 

lowly of heart. He teaches us where true 

humility takes its rise and finds its 

strength-in the knowledge that it is God 

who worketh all in all, that our place is to 

yield to Him in perfect resignation and 

dependence, in full consent to be and to do 

nothing of ourselves. This is the life Christ 

came to reveal and to impart-a life to God 

that came through death to sin and self. If 

we feel that this life is too high for us and 

beyond our reach, it must but the more 

urge us to seek it in Him; it is the 

indwelling Christ who will live in us this 

life, meek and lowly. If we long for this, let 

us, meantime, above everything, seek the 

holy secret of the knowledge of the nature 

of God, as He every moment works all in 

all; the secret, of which all nature and 

every creature, and above all, every child 

of God, is to be the witness,-that it is 

nothing but a vessel, a channel, through 

which the living God can manifest the 

riches of His wisdom, power, and 

goodness. The root of all virtue and grace, 

of all faith and acceptable worship, is that 

we know that we have nothing but what 

we receive, and bow in deepest humility to 

wait upon God for it. 

 
It was because this humility was not only a 

temporary sentiment, wakened up and 

brought into exercise when He thought of 

God, but the very spirit of His whole life, 

that Jesus was just as humble in His 

intercourse with men as with God. He felt 

Himself the Servant of God for the men 

whom God made and loved; as a natural 

consequence, He counted Himself the 

Servant of men, that through Him God 

might do His work of love. He never for a 

moment thought of seeking His honor, or 

asserting His power to vindicate Himself. 

His whole spirit was that of a life yielded 

to God to work in. It is not until Christians 

study the humility of Jesus as the very 

essence of His redemption, as the very 

blessedness of the life of the Son of God, as 

the only true relation to the Father, and 

therefore as that which Jesus must give us 

if we are to have any part with Him, that 

the terrible lack of actual, heavenly, 

manifest humility will become a burden 

and a sorrow, and our ordinary religion be 

set aside to secure this, the first and the 

chief of the marks of the Christ within us. 

 
Brother, are you clothed with humility? 

Ask your daily life. Ask Jesus. Ask your 

friends. Ask the world. And begin to praise 

God that there is opened up to you in Jesus 

a heavenly humility of which you have 

hardly known, and through which a 

heavenly blessedness you possibly have 

never yet tasted can come in to you.  

Book Excerpt 
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e-book for free 

Click here 

https://gospelreads.com/promo-ebooks/humility-andrew-murray/


 

 

GOSPEL READS 

26 

PRAYER 

Choosing to make Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior is the most important decision 

you’ll ever make! 

 

God’s Word promises “If you declare with your mouth, ‘Jesus is Lord,’ and believe in 

your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.  For it is with your 

heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you profess 

your faith and are saved” (Romans: 10:9-10). “Everyone who calls on the name of the 

Lord will be saved" (Romans 10:13). “Behold, I stand at the door and knock. If anyone 

hears My voice and opens the door, I will come in to him” (Revelation 3:20, NKJV).  

 

You can receive Jesus Christ right now by faith through prayer. 

 

Prayer is talking to God. God knows your heart and is not so concerned with your 

words as He is with the attitude of your heart. 

 

The following is a suggested prayer. If this prayer expresses the desire of your heart, 

then you can pray this prayer right now and Jesus Christ will come into your life, as 

He promised. 

 

The very moment you commit your life to Jesus Christ, the truth of His Word 

instantly comes to pass in your spirit. Now that you’re born again, there’s a brand-

new you. 

 

God bless you!! 

“Lord Jesus, I need You. Thank You for dying on the cross for my sins. I 

open the door of my life and receive You as my Savior and Lord. Thank 

You for forgiving my sins and giving me eternal life. Take control of the 

throne of my life. Make me the kind of person You want me to be. Amen.” 

RECEIVING JESUS AS YOUR SAVIOR 
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